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Tet and Dienbienphu 


SAIGON—There win be 
more bed newt before there 
is food news, tmleat Hanoi’s 
war planners are astonish¬ 
ingly unlock?. In the central 
highlands of this country, 
hardly more than ooe gcrr- 
e m roe n t division is opposing 
three North Vietnamese d>- 
vuuons. and as these words 
are written, the North Viet¬ 
namese drive to take Kon- 
thre City has not begun in 
earnest. 

Hereabouts, in the prov¬ 
inces surrounding Siagon. 
the signs suggest that Hanoi 
has already had bad luck. 
The order to tale Anloc “at 
all coats" has in fact coat a 
good part of another threa 
North Vietnamese divisions. 
The South Vietnamese have 
also suffered heavy leases; 
but unless Saigon is really 
appallingly unfortunate, the 
other side is due for even¬ 
tual defeat in this area. 

Meanwhile, h o wever, all 
depends on the battle in the 
North. The rest will hardly 
matter if the new corps com¬ 
mander In the North, the 
brave and able Lieutenant 
General Ngo Quang Truong, 
can only-oaggnire a solid de¬ 
fense of Hue. 

Or rather the rest will 
hardly matter, unless the 
present outlook in the prov¬ 
inces around Saigon proves 
to be deceptive Heavy gov 
eminent losses in the center 
will not bring the victory 
that Hanoi seeks In the 
north or heresbouts. the war 
will be won or lost 

ALL HANGS upon a knife 
edge, in sum. But tt is still 
worth noting that as matters 
I stand today. Hanoi can loae 
| this war as well as win It. 
This is the first time Hanoi 
has risked so much since the 
meond struggle for Vientass 
began 

The analogy, ominously, is 
with the battle at Dlenbien- 
pha In 1964. By that time, 
the Communists were per 
!1 etaae to exhaustion in 
their w'er with the french 
Bat they hod two unenmmit 
tod MCI whtrh they used 
f r* a decisive gamble 

The wers a couple 

the 

ptus s largo aamhoe af Mg 

r>ao sac* as the french 
troopa had never sem The 
r»**ch high command A Id 
me hatievs the Mg gono 
m*«td ha 4#ptov#d and used 
9«if the french h<gh 
mard was dead ev*n< 
th« fwn frssh divisions p' 


the new big guns, won the 
battle at Dienbienphu. 

All successful generals 
tend to repeat themselves. 
The worst feature of Gan- f 
eral Vo Nguyen Clap's plan 
for the Tet offetw l et ha 1968. * 
was an attempt to mike the 
siege of Kbesanh into a 
mini-Dlenbienphu. G i a p 
wasted two divisions at 
Kbesanh that might just 
have been enough to turn 
Tet into an irreversible dis¬ 
aster. 

This time, the repetition 
in the planning is again 
clear. As at Dienbienphu, all 
of HanoiT remaining mO 
serves have been committed 
to the great offensive. Even 
the North Vietnamese drain¬ 
ing depots are being earn*- » 
baliied, to get raw cannon 
fodder. And as at Dienbie©-, 
pbu, the un p r ecede nted 
North Vietnamese employ- 

I mtyit of both armor and 
heavy artillery has intro¬ 
duced a quite new element 
into the fighting. 

Yet the analogy, aithou#* 
ominous, also has Its other 
side as welL In interviews 
with Communist jouzsalists 
after Dienbienphu. Ge ner a l 
Giap himself admitted that 
literally everything had 
bees risked upon this end 
last throw of the military • 
dice. Defeat would have fol* 

, lowed, he admitted, d that 
single battle had not been 
won, or even if the french 
had had the will to continue 
the war for another year 
after the battle 3 
r 

THIS IS WHERE the 
pre s ent offensive recalls Tet 
in 1968 That year, general 
Gtap eras fairly prudent in 
his uae of North Vietnam’s 
army But he ruthlessly 
committed the entire armed 
(forces of the Vleteong of 
Vietnam. la the wp- 
after a very had time. 

I the armed forces of the Viet- 
cong were just shout com¬ 
pletely destroye d And the 
Ntvtcong nr»er recovered 
thereafter 

This year t« already 
noted I he mure 

lilted wOh 
rot* !—nee d The pair# aW 
reodv paid has he#n so high 

that ooe bite* to think of H 
There is hard intelligence 
for inefanre. that the North 
Vie* name*# <lf iSsi l have 
already sent S W) enywM 
heck vp the tre«| <t« 

ItsonZ 


This year, moreove r , the 
North Vietnamese i nva ders 
will be defe a ted in the end 
—unless they are the win¬ 
ners. There can be no inde¬ 
cisive stalemate, in other 
wards If the Saigon govern¬ 
ment’s troops are not 
smashed, then the North Vi¬ 
etnamese will be irrecovera¬ 
bly smashed. 

It is wdl, then, to remem¬ 
ber bow dark the outlook 
seemed In 1968, at the cli¬ 
max of Tet, before the Viet- 
cong forces were irrecovera¬ 
bly fSelhprt. But H is well, 
abov# all. to say a pr ay er for 
Ngo Quang Truong, rallying 
his regiments before Hue. 
Hacking to go home at -i 
breathless Moment this re¬ 
porter registers that prayer 

• irtL l mAm*rn Timm 
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"But vou cun't /cure home, Junior! . . . Paddr and / 
depend on you to hold our marriage together ~ 


Roirland Evan* and Robert Novak 

Humphrey’s New Probli 


TWO MONTHS AGO. 

Howard M. Metxenbaum. a 
Mn dt mg aaptrant far the 1974 
DanmrtBc senatorial norm- 
nation hi Ohio, pointedly 
sought out frank King. 
Ohio's ATL-CIO chief, to aay 
that although be “loved" 
Sea. 4 Hubert H Humphrey, 
he would have to stay aero 
puloutfy ne utral la the Ohio 
p residen ti al primary elec 
Host. 

Thus King was not only 
stunned but furious whea 
Metxenbaum broke that 
pledge and gave Sen 
George McGovern a rlnring 
s u d o r scmea i last Sunday at 
• United Jewish Appeal 
rally In Cleveland. Adding 
Insult to Injury. Humphrey 
himself was on the speakers* 
platform when Metxenbaum 
threw his arm around Me 
Govern 

Quite apart from the af 
and 
rey’s 

vtrtoai seaspelgn manager 
in law T u esd a y's Ohio pn 
maryi. that Iasi mmuft rn 
dnrsement hnldlr under 
lined an Important political 
fart lb# arnbm«Mn Metre* 
went far broke mi bis 
tbai imiI alien* 
turn o# (***#'• powerful 


labor hierarchy and Hum¬ 
phrey himself was a price 
worth paring to get Mc¬ 
Govern hocking for his 1974 
Senate campaign 
Whether or not M rtren 
bourn's bet will pay off in 
the end. McOovomW per 
forma nee in the alltmpor 
tint blue-collar working 
class ward* of Ohio was Im 
Prestive In the 6th ward of 
the steel and ishor town of 
Lnrlin. overwhelmingly 
working class Humphrey 
edged out McGovern by 
only the hare margin of 981 
to ICS That ward Is adjs 
root to the big U4L Steel 
plant in South Lorain^ n one 
Lorain precinc t after an¬ 
other. MrOovem and Hum 
phrey were weekend nark, 
with McGovern rdring mil 
Humphrey In both ihc city 
sod l.nraln Count* 



Jn the tuii 

of Akron 

■wrrnundlng Summit Counit. 

• M projections la The atfll 
incomplete^ rote-count <*« 
this tu writtcni show 
\1rfiovetn runninf neck 

• nd neck with Ishee hacked 
llamphreT § fact that ee 

frank Ring 

Anr«edin§i». Mh intern 
demonstrsted so appeal 


among rank-end die work 
logmen and wosneo in the 
Midwest heertlaad state of 
Ohio that the shrewdest 
Ohio Democratic poll tie* ant 
did not thiak possible The 
“McGovern Phenomenon " 
with his oil-and writer blend 
of populism and far-out post 
lions on pot. abortion and 
draft-dodger amnesty, hat 
far from run Its course 

FOR HUMPHREY, ho# 
ner there were mitigating 
circumstances In l^rrsm 
County, for example Hwr> 
phrer never showed up ;o 
rampsiffi despite msnr 
promises He staled oul to 
svnkS affronting the regal »r 
Demorrsl ic organ iiatkm 
committed almost wholly tn 
the non active randkiarr of 
Ren Edmund Munkle rwhn 
polled Ju«l over IP per cert 
of the county's total vet«■ > 

MrOovem under ne *wr * 
restraints with his antlewta*- 


ful workers In every peerinr 1 

lid toured the rower 
rveaehlng hi# pungent ap 
petl for rotert ' fed ur ' 
with reniemporwrr km#- i- 
can Ilfs I# vet# for bkw 
That McGovern app#* 
moreover, was Immeas we sh ? 
strvngibeeed in Obtn hr th»- 
• Hsrnre of (im ti 
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